
Vol. XLVI, No. 22 November 5, 2014

On Main Street in the little town where I started school, 
there is a nursing home. It sits back off the road and has 
a large, green yard enclosed with a common-looking 

metal fence. On sunny days, you can see some of the residents 
sitting on a porch bench underneath a shade tree. But the most 
common sight to those who drive by is a man who stands at the 
fence’s front gate. Throughout the year, this man has two orange 
pom-poms in hand. Atop his head is a Clemson ball cap, and 
if your window is down, you’ll hear him shouting his love for 
the Tigers. This man and his dedication are both noticeable and 
beloved by those in town. 

Recently, a man who drives by the home every day remarked 
how old and worn the gentleman’s gear appeared to be. The shirt 
he wore was tattered, and the cap was a bit lopsided. So the 
commuter took to Twitter and said that someone should help 
this man get new duds. A loyal Clemson Tiger fan like this one, 
he noted, deserved better than what he sported. A true fan like 
this deserved the best. 

Well, the right people at Clemson University heard about this. 
Just this week, the Tiger mascot went to visit the gentleman. 
The suited-up student brought new clothes, new pom-poms, and 
the athletic department’s unwavering support. The picture I saw 
had the Tiger and my university’s biggest fan standing along the 
fence shouting their support for the men and women who wear 
orange in Tigertown. 

Now, I noticed this story because it mentioned a place I 
love and a team I follow. But at the same time, I saw a lesson 
in it that could apply to us all. Each day, that fella who drove 
by saw someone he did not know and had never approached 
for conversation. And yet despite the distance between them, 
this commuter found a way to appreciate the man. From that 
appreciation sprang kindness and willingness to show gratitude. 

Each day, there are people in our lives who pass without our 
giving as much as a second thought. It could be the lady behind 
the cash register at the restaurant we frequent, the guy who 
takes our parking ticket, or the college student who holds the 
door so we can enter first. There are so many people in this 
world whom we notice only briefly. Truthfully, we never really 
see them, let alone appreciate their presence. I challenge you 
to open your eyes and then your hearts. Let them – the people 
around you every day - know that they are valued and worthy of 
your attention. You may not need to get them a cap or pom-poms 
to show them that they are noticed. I imagine a word, a lifted 
hand, or a nice smile would make quite a statement. 

~Thomas Quisenberry 

Did You See Me?



On October 15-18, our church hosted approximately 35 college 
students from Vanderbilt University. The students were on fall break 
and decide to give up their break to serve the Chattanooga community. 
Over the weekend they served in various places with many different 
organizations, including: The Fusion Shower Ministry, Operation 
InAsMuch, and many more. Their willingness to serve alongside the 
people of Chattanooga made a difference in this community and on 
the people of Chattanooga. It always amazes me to see what can be 
accomplished when a community comes together and serves side by 
side. Weekends like this one truly further the kingdom of God here 
on earth. 

I served with the students from Vanderbilt on Thursday during our 
Fusion Shower Ministry. A conversation I had with one of the students 
stuck with me. The student was a senior cello performance major 
who will graduate this May, and like many college students, she is 
beginning to wonder what is next for her. She asked me how I decided 
that I should go into the ministry and to seminary. She was asking me 
a question about discernment. 

Discernment is never easy, especially if you are one like me who 
typically second guesses decisions, wondering if the correct decision 

was made. What makes discernment so difficult is that it is intensely 
personal, meaning no one else can ultimately discern what it is that 
God is calling you to do; yet, discernment is also relational - between 
you and God. 

My response to her was a recommendation of a book, Let Your 
Life Speak, by Parker Palmer. This short book is a masterpiece on 
discernment, and one that I think everyone should read. The most 
profound quote on discernment I have ever heard is found in this book. 
Palmer speaks of vocation as the place that one lands after discerning 
where it is that God is calling them. Palmer says that vocation at the 
deepest level is “something I can’t not do, for reasons I’m unable to 
explain to anyone else and don’t fully understand myself but that are 
nonetheless compelling” (Parker Palmer, Let Your Life Speak, 25). 

What do our lives look like if we all do that thing which we “can’t 
not do?” This is a question that we all can contemplate, because we 
all are called to something. The challenge and hope is that we might 
be brave enough to take a step of faith and follow God’s call to those 
places where “your deep gladness and the world’s great hunger meet” 
(Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking: A Theological ABC).

~Adam Tarver

Called to Something



Wednesday,  November  5,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team  MeeQng 7:15PM
Thursday,  November  6,  2014
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
First  Friends  Luncheon 11:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  November  7,  2014
Parents'  Night  Out 6:00PM
Saturday,  November  8,  2014
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  November  9,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  November  10,  2014
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 5:30PM
Wednesday,  November  12,  2014
First  Friends  Council  MeeQng 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
House  and  Grounds 7:15PM
Thursday,  November    13,  2014
English  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  November  14,  2014
Youth  Fall  Retreat  Begins 6:00PM
Saturday,  November  15,  2014
Youth  Fall  Retreat
English  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  November  16,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Youth  Fall  Retreat  Ends 12:15PM
Monday,  November  17,  2014
Bridge  of  Hope  (CWJC)  Class 5:30PM
Tuesday,  November  18,  2014
Finance  CommiZee  MeeQng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council 5:30PM
Wednesday,  November  19,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  &  Missions 6:00PM
Children's  Choirs 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM

On the Calendar
November 2014

Friday, November 14 – Sunday, November 16 at 
Fort Dogwood Lodge

$20 deposit towards $65 fee due by November 9; 
price increases afterwards

This weekend of Basic Training will help youth 
work on the basics and fundamentals of how to 
study the Bible. It is an opportunity for youth to 
take steps in growing as a Christian and developing 
faith.

Save theSe dateS!
Wednesday, November 19 – Thanksgiving Meal, reservations required
Sunday, November 23 – Christ the King Sunday
Wednesday, November 26 – no meal or evening activities
Thursday, November 27 – Thanksgiving Day, church office closed
Sunday, November 30 – First Sunday of Advent
Saturday, December 6 – Christmas Ball, 6:00-8:00PM
Sunday, December 7 – Hanging of the Green during Worship, 11:00AM
Wednesday, December 10 – Brunch Preparation, 6:00PM
Saturday, December 13 – Christmas Brunch, 9:00-11:00AM
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School
 10:30 AM Fellowship Time
 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  10/19/2014   ATTENDANCE  FOR  10/26/2014  
264   Worship         203   Worship  
   13   Worship  Care             12   Worship  Care  
277   WORSHIP  TOTAL      215   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
274   Sunday  School        199   Sunday  School  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  10/19/14   $  13,345.70  
Other  receipts  on  10/19/14   370.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  10/19/14   $  13,715.70  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  10/26/14   $      11,111.00  
Other  receipts  on  10/26/14   265.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  10/26/14   $  11,376.00  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,384.62  
  

Oct.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $71,798.30  
Oct.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $93,879.27  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    22,080.97)  
   As  of  10/30/14  
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Thank you
for making

Operation InAsMuch
a huge success!


